
ADVENT SUNDAY 2 
 The story of Advent begins in the 
wilderness, where we meet the wild and 
woolly figure of John the Baptist.  
 In those days John the Baptist appeared 
in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come 
near.” This is the one of whom the prophet 
Isaiah spoke when he said, “The voice of one 
crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way 
of the Lord, make his paths straight.’” (Matt. 
3:1–3 NRSV) 

 The word wilderness signifies an uninhabitable place beyond the bounds 
of human activity, a place where the wild things are. It is a place where we 
feel completely vulnerable. Indeed, as used in the Bible, the essential quality 
of wilderness is the feeling desolate, deserted and being alone. But the story 
of Advent and Christmas is that we are not alone; God is with us.  
 For Christians, this sense of God’s presence is not something vague or 
intangible. It is a real presence, the presence of one whose birth was foretold 
by the prophets and whose coming was heralded by John the Baptist, “the 
voice of one crying out in the wilderness”. It is through the incarnation of God 
in the person of Jesus Christ that we experience God’s presence. Surely this 
what our observance of Advent and Christmas teaches us: “Look, the virgin 
shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel,” which 
means, “God is with us.” 
 We might know what it feels like to be desolate, deserted and alone. 
Indeed many of us might have suffered the loss of a loved one, experienced 
the breakdown of a relationship, or felt the pain of being neglected or 
rejected. Perhaps in those circumstances Advent and Christmas can feel like a 
time of wilderness. All of us live in a world in which God’s presence is often 
strongly denied, or rarely acknowledged. We are all living in a kind of 
wilderness, desperate for some good news. 
 And the good news of Jesus Christ is this: we are not alone. Jesus speaks 
to each of us–in whatever wilderness we are in–words of great comfort and 
joy. “Remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”  
 Unseen but real is God’s presence, a promise for all of humankind. “God 
is with us.” 
James J. Rawls, from  On The Way: 100 Reflections on the Journey of Faith 
(WestBow Press, 2018) 
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We worship on the traditional lands of the Wiradjuri people and we honour and 
pay our respects to elders past and present. 

Psalm 72 
 

Give the king your 
judgement, O God: and your 

righteousness to the  
Son of a king,  

 
That he may judge your 

people rightly: and the poor 
of the land with equity. 

 
Let the mountains be laden 
with peace because of his 

righteousness: and the hills 
also with prosperity  

for his people. 
 

May he give justice to the 
poor among the people: 

 and rescue the children of 
the needy, and crush the 

oppressor. 
 

May he live while the sun 
endures: and while the moon 

gives light, throughout all 
generations. May he come 

down like rain upon the new-
mown fields: and as showers 

that water the earth. 
 

In his time shall 
righteousness flourish: 

 and abundance of peace, till 
the moon shall be no more. 
Let his name live for ever: 

 and endure as long  
as the sun. 

 
Let all peoples use his name 
in blessing: and all nations 

call him blessed. Blessed be 
the Lord God, the God of 

Israel: who alone does great 
wonders. 

 
Blessed be his glorious name 
for ever: and let the whole 

earth be filled with his glory. 
   Amen, Amen.  



  Prayer Cycle 

 

THE ANGLICAN COMMUNION 

The Episcopal Church in Jerusalem & 
The Middle East 

 

NATIONAL CHURCH 
The Diocese of Ballarat with Bishop 
Garry Weatherill, clergy and people. 
Pray that they will be sustained and 

strengthened in their work for the glory 
of God. 

 
BATHURST DIOCESE 

Pray for All Saints Cathedral and 
ministry in South Bathurst with the 

Dean, the Very Rev'd James Hodson 
and Fran along with the Rev’d Steven 

Klouth and Caitlin. Pray for the Families 
and Youth Minister, the Rev’d Phil 

Howes and Sho. Pray the ministry in 
Bathurst will grow more effective in 

proclaiming the good news of Jesus. 
 

LOCAL NEEDS  

Pray for the police in our region: in the 
stations, as they deal with difficult 

situations, those on highway patrol. 
Pray for their safety and protection. 

Also pray for Police Chaplains – among 
them are Bishop Richard Hurford, 

Michelle Watterson, and Gary 
Neville. 

 

Come Along & Join A Parish Group …… 
 

KIDS CLUB:  Thursday 3.45-5pm Cathedral/Hall 
FELLOWSHIP: 1st Monday each month, 10.30am—Bring your Handwork/Lunch. Phone 6331 4711 for venue.  
   Tuesday 7:30pm—Galbraith’s home—91 Windemere Rd, Bathurst. 
   Wednesday 7:30pm—Cathedral   
   Wednesday 7:30pm—41 Logan St. Phil & Sho 0411 281 915 
MU:   Mothers Union—4th Tuesday each month, 5pm—Abbott Room, Cathedral 
PRAYER:  1st Monday each month, 5.30pm—Abbott Room 
CHOIR:  Each Thursday, 7.00pm—Abbott Room 
BELLRINGERS: Wednesday 6pm—Belltower. For enquiries phone +Richard 0409 633 789 
FRIENDS OF  CATHEDRAL:  For enquiries phone Jane 0427 280 352 

 Parish News 

 
ANGEL TREE 
Christmas is coming and it’s the time of year when we think 
of others.  Angel Tree is a programme run by Prison 
Fellowship and parents, who are in gaol, can nominate their 
child or children to be sent a gift from them, through us.  This 
is a very special thing to do, as it means the children know 
they  aren’t forgotten, by the parent who won’t be at home on 
Christmas Day.  The cost is $30 per child and I’m now taking 
donations, which can be given to me after the 8.30 am 
service, or left at the office on Tuesday or Wednesday from 9 
am to 1 pm.   Thank you for your support of this very 
worthwhile programme.      Noelene Steel 
 
FELLOWSHIP 
Monday 5th December Christmas Fellowship will be at 
Noelene Steel’s home 11 Nancarrow Place Kelso from 10.30 
am. Phone Noelene 6334 4277. 
 
ORDINATION 
Rev Steven Klouth will be ordained on the 3 December at 
11am in All Saints Cathedral. Steven will be taking up the  
position of Priest in Charge at West Wyalong.  
 
ST BARNABAS   
St Barnabas Chapel will be hosting a Christmas morning tea 
after the 10am Service on Sunday 4 December commencing 
at around 11-15am. There is no charge and finger food will 
be served. If you would like to join us, would you please ring 
Marion Sharwood on 63372254 by Wednesday 
30 November so that we will have an idea of numbers for 
catering. 
 
A WARM INVITAITON TO JOIN US IN THANKSGIVING 
We will be celebrating 30 years of ordained ministry of 
women in our Diocese on Saturday 10 December at 10.30am 
in All Saints Cathedral followed by refreshments in the 
Walshaw Hall.  
 
CAROLS SERVICE 
A Carols will be held on Sunday 11 December from 4pm in 
the Cathedral. All welcome.  
 
MOTHERS UNION CHRISTMAS CARDS 
Mothers Union Holy Christmas Cards will be available at the 
Cathedral following service. Cost is $6 for a pack of 10 cards. 
 

 



EMAIL 
cathedral@bathurstanglican.org.au 

 

WEBSITE 
www.bathurstanglicancathedral.org.au 

 

BANKING DETAILS 
Account Name: All Saints’ Cathedral  
BSB:082441   Acct No: 392431546 
If you wish to give by Direct Giving 

these are the deposit account details.   

USEFUL ONLINE LINKS 
 

Bishop’s You Tube Channel 
In your browser search Mark Calder 
you tube. A variety of services are 

available there. 
 

Website 
www.bathurstanglicancathedral.org.au 

 
Cathedral Facebook Page 

All Saints Cathedral Bathurst 

SERVICES 

Cathedral  
Monday  8.30am from 5/9 
Tuesday  8.30am  
Wednesday  8.30am 
Thursday  8.30am M Prayer 
Friday    10.00am 
Saturday  5.00pm (6pm DST) 
Sunday    
Choral Eucharist  8.30am 
Contemporary 10.00am 
St Barnabas 
Sunday   10.00am 
3rd Thursday  10.30am 
St Peters Rockley  
1st Sunday  9.30am 
St Pauls Yetholme 
1st Sunday   11am 
St Stephens Fitzgeralds Valley 
4th Sunday   2.00pm 
Holy Spirit Turondale 
Third Sunday   2.00pm 
Healing Service  
1st Sunday   4.00pm 
 

CLERGY 
Dean             Very Rev James Hodson 
Assoc Minister   
  Rev Phil Howes 
       0411 281915  

Assist Minister   
  Steven Klouth 
Honorary Clergy 
  Canon Carla Archer 
  Rev Clare Percival 
  Bishop Richard Hurford 
  Rev John Butterworth 

WARDENS OF THE CATHEDRAL 
Sue West , Graham Leatherland,  

Peter Steel 
 
 

OFFICE 

All Saints Cathedral Parish Office 
11 Church Street Bathurst. P:63314711 

PO Box 258 Bathurst 2795 

Tuesday 9am-1pm 
Wednesday 9am-1pm  

 
 

 

PARISH INFORMATION 

What does Advent teach us about politics and promises? There’s 
just been an election in Victoria and people are already starting 
to talk about the next US election! Some politicians have claimed 
to have a religious background, but as Dan Andrews 
demonstrated recently, a little knowledge is a dangerous thing. 
There are some good politicians who serve the good of society 
and we need to be prayerful for all those in authority (1 Tim 2:2), 
but we have reason to not put all our hope in mere humans 
(Isaiah 2:22; Ps 146:3). The rulers of Israel and Judah had shown 
their weakness and despite knowing about God had failed in 
faithfulness. Advent points us to a better rule, a perfect rule that 
is yet to come. If we could want one thing from all those in 
government to make the world a better place, what would it be? 
If we are to pray for those in authority, what is the best thing we 
can pray for them? In Isaiah 11, it’s what makes God’s promised 
King to come so special; “the knowledge and fear of the 
Lord” (11:2,3,9).   
What we celebrate with Advent and from Isaiah 11, is that there 
will be a King to come who will rule with righteousness and 
justice (v.4). There will be peace even to the point where the 
wolves and lions will be vegetarian, and Australia’s record of 
venomous snakes will be abolished. One from the line of David 
will achieve this return to Eden of peace with God and in 
creation. This is the day that we 
look both back to and forward 
to, Jesus the perfect righteous 
King.  God’s promises can be 
trusted so we confidently live 
for Him as we wait. Hope is real. 
 

10 AM CONTEMPORARY SERVICE 

… with Phil Howes 

“Give up your violence and oppression and 
do what is just and right” …….   Ezekiel 45:9 
(NIV) 
 
 During the United Nations’ 16 Days 
of Activism against Gender-Based Violence 
(25 November - 10 December), Mothers’ 
Union joins 
with thousands of other organisations to 
raise awareness of campaign against 
Gender-Based Violence (GBV).  
 GBV is one of the most widespread 
violations of human rights.  It can affect any 
person at any time; it takes place in 
many  forms; it spans many societies.  It can 
be part of a culture’s social norms;  it can 
be hidden behind closed doors.  Whatever 
form it takes, GBV is unacceptable.   
We strive to do all we can to end it. 
 Pray that the action of many will help 
shine a light into the darkness.  John 
Wesley said “Prayer is where the action 
is.”   
 So let us be assured that prayer is 
also the ‘real work’!  Our prayers will make 
a difference as we petition our righteous 
God.  
 James 5:16  states that when a 
believing person prays, great things 
happen.  As believing people, let us make 
the most of God’s open door to us and pray 
with faith for gender justice.(Adapted from 
Mother’s Union Prayer Diary  2022) 



A READING FROM THE PROPHET ISAIAH  
11:1-10  

A shoot shall come out from the stock of Jesse, 
   and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 

The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, 
   the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

   the spirit of counsel and might, 
   the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 

His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. 
 

He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 
   or decide by what his ears hear; 

but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 
   and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 
he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 

   and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, 

   and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 
 

The wolf shall live with the lamb, 
   the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 

the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 
   and a little child shall lead them. 
The cow and the bear shall graze, 

   their young shall lie down together; 
   and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 

The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 
   and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s 

den. They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy 
mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of 

the Lord as the waters cover the sea. 
 

On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to 
the peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his 

dwelling shall be glorious. 
 For the Word of the Lord 
 Thanks be to God 

 

A READING FROM THE LETTER OF PAUL TO THE 

ROMANS 15.4-9 

 For whatever was written in former days was 
written for our instruction, so that by steadfastness and 
by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have 
hope. May the God of steadfastness and 
encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one 
another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, so that 
together you may with one voice glorify the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ 
has welcomed you, for the glory of God. For I tell you 
that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on 
behalf of the truth of God in order that he might confirm 
the promises given to the patriarchs, and in order that 
the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is 
written, ‘Therefore I will confess you among the 
Gentiles, and sing praises to your name’; 
 For the Word of the Lord 

 Thanks be to God 

 

A READING FROM THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO 

MATTHEW 3.1-12 

 In those days John the Baptist appeared in the 
wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, ‘Repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven has come near.’ This is the one of 
whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, ‘The 
voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

“Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths 
straight.” ’ 
 Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a 
leather belt around his waist, and his food was 
locusts and wild honey. Then the people of 
Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and 
all the region along the Jordan, and they were 
baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their 
sins. 
 But when he saw many Pharisees and 
Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, 
‘You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from 
the wrath to come? Bear fruit worthy of 
repentance. Do not presume to say to yourselves, 
“We have Abraham as our ancestor”; for I tell you, 
God is able from these stones to raise up children 
to Abraham. Even now the axe is lying at the root of 
the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear 
good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 
 ‘I baptize you with water for repentance, but 
one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; 
I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize 
you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing-fork 
is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing-floor 
and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the 
chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.’ 
 The Gospel of the Lord 
 Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ 
 

READINGS IN CONTEXT 

 
Isaiah 11:1-10 Isaiah has bluntly told Judah's people 
and king that they were in trouble because of their 
unfaithfulness. Now he wants to inspire hope, so he 
explains how God will give them a new king, like the 
great king David, son of Jesse, from centuries past.  
Romans 15:4-9 The early Christian community in 
Rome was a mix of Jewish converts and pagan 
converts. Paul helps them to live in harmony, and 
endure persecution faithfully, by placing their 
situation in the context of God's eternal plan. 
Matthew 3:1-12 The gospel harbors a vivid memory 
of one potential portrait of a coming Messiah. 
Though Jesus did not fulfill this expectation literally, 
elements of it remain in the church's hope. 

DIOCESAN PRAYER 

 

O God, the author of peace  

and lover of concord, 

to know you is eternal life  

and to serve you is perfect freedom. 

Defend your servants from all assaults  

of our enemies that we,  

surely trusting in your defence,  

may not fear the power of any adversaries; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen 



 

A SERVICE OF CAROLS  

 

Sunday 11 December  

4.00pm 

All Saints Cathedral  

 

All Welcome 

 



 

Christmas Services 

All Saints  

Cathedral Parish 

 

SUNDAY 11 DECEMBER 
4PM Carols Service All Saints Cathedral 

 
SUNDAY 18 DECEMBER 

10AM Holy Spirit Turondale  
 

CHRISTMAS EVE 
5PM Family Service All Saints Cathedral 

 6PM Eucharist St Stephens  
Fitzgeralds Valley 

7PM Eucharist St Pauls Yetholme 
 9PM Eucharist Cathedral  

 
CHRISTMAS DAY 

 8.30AM Eucharist All Saints Cathedral  
10AM All Saints Cathedral 

10AM Eucharist St Barnabas  
South Bathurst 

 

 ANGLICARE PARISH 

PARTNERSHIP FOOD 

PANTRY 

Thank you to everyone who helps in 

the service or donates both goods and 

money. 

 

For those wishing to donate goods 

here is an indicative list of goodies we 

give out: 

 

Weet Bix/Vita Brits or equivalent - 

Long life milk (liquid or powdered) - 

Tins of soup - Pasta, Rice or Spaghetti - 

Pasta Sauce - Tin Baked Beans or 

Spaghetti - Vita Wheat/Cruskit (bread 

substitute) - Vegemite, Peanut Butter 

or jam - Tins of Tuna in Springwater - 2 

Minute Noodles (packet or pots) - Tins 

of Tomatoes - Tinned vegetables. 

 

Along with food, toiletries are needed 

– toothbrushes and toothpaste – soap 

– deodorant – shampoo and 

conditioner – feminine hygiene 

products (pads preferable) – shaving 

cream and razors and Toilet Rolls. 

 

Money donations can be made on 

through www.anglicare.com.au – 

donations with a Bathurst postcode 

will be spent in our area.  


